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BULLETIN NUMBER 2

There wil l  be two Invited Displays of ‘Western 
Australia’ at Swan River Stamp Show, one Colonial 
and one State. The latter will be ‘Air Mail in Western 
Australia: the Air Mail Fee 
Period 1921-1959’ by Brian 
Pope, APR. The carriage of 
mail by air in Australia under 
contract was inaugurated in 
December 1921 between 
Geraldton and Derby. From 
that  t ime unt i l  1  October  
1959, every item required 
prepayment of an Air Mail 
F e e  o f  3 d  p e r  ½ o z  i n  
addition to normal postage. 
This exhibit includes air mail rates, and the routes 
flown, both within Australia and overseas. The 
means by which the contract load was increased on 
the East-West route in June 1929 are explained for 
the first time and there is a section on the impact of 
WW 2, including scarce POW airmail. 
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Department until the appointment of Mary Bateman 
at Fremantle in April 1855 following the death of her 

Postmistresses in Colonial Western Australia husband John Bateman. This was the first example 
in Western Australia of preference being given to Continued from Bulletin No 1.

the widow of a Postmaster and it was notable for the 
Elinor Katherine Clifton had taken over as unpaid 

absence of any reduction in salary or allowances, 
Postmistress at Australind when her brother Robert 

given that Fremantle was the second highest paid 
resigned in June 1845. 

post office in the Colony, after Perth. Four years 
later, Mary resigned in favour of her son Walter.

The next decade saw the first employment of a 
policeman’s wife, namely, 
Annie Edwards at Beverley 
i n  1 8 6 1 .  S h e  w o u l d  b e  
fol lowed by several more 
w i v e s  o f  p o l i c e m a n  a t  

New post office regulations 
isolated stations, including 

were introduced in 1850 
a m o n g s t  o t h e r s ,  M r s  

and, because these would 
Timperley, Mrs Keaughran 

require more work, both 
a n d  M r s  S m i t h ,  i n  

E l inor  C l i f ton  and Mary  
s u c c e s s i o n  a t  W a n e r -

Anne Watson res igned.  
enooka from 1863 until the 

Elinor then withdrew her 
office was replaced by Northampton in 1866. At 

resignation and accepted a salary of £5 per annum. 
Gingin in January 1863, Mrs Tyler, the school 

Two years later, this was doubled and, remarkably, it 
m i s t r e s s ,  t o o k  o n  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  d u t i e s  o f  

remained at £10 for the fol lowing forty years! 
postmistress. However, in December of that year, 

Australind post office was in the hands of the Clifton 
she left her husband and went to Albany to live with 

family for well over 100 years and was staffed by a 
ano the r  man ,  caus ing  a  l oca l  scanda l .  The  

woman for much of that t ime. Robert Cli fton’s 
Reverend Sadler became Postmaster for a year 

daughter, Christina Elinor took over from her aunt in 
until replaced by Selina Lazenby, later Mrs Selina 

1863 and continued unti l  1918 when she was 
King.

followed by Laura Cecilia Clifton, a grand-daughter 
of Robert Clifton, who held the office until 1947. The employment of postmistresses was to reach a 
Australind was quite close to Bunbury and therefore peak in 1874-75 when, remarkably, postmistresses 
did not become a telegraph office, but remained a outnumbered postmasters in the PMG Department. 

(To be continued).relatively minor, part-time postal establishment.

©Copyright, 2004. Brian Pope, MPhil., APR. Elinor Clifton was the only Postmistress in the PMG 

Mary Anne Watson and 
El inor  Cl i f ton were jo ined br ie f ly  by another  
postmistress in July 1847 when Abraham Jones, the 
Postmaster at Guildford had to be away for three or 
four months, and his wife 
M a r t h a  b e c a m e  
Postmistress dur ing his 
absence

HISTORY OF THE COLONY

DEALERS & ACTIVITIES

INVITED DISPLAYS FOR FREMANTLE

As at the 1st June the Swan River Stamp Show is 
proud to acknowledge these dealers to Fremantle

Aero Collectibles  #  Australia Post  # 
Australasian Stamp News  #

Kevin Morgan Stamps & Coins # Charles Leski    
David Holmes & Paul Wales # Edlins # 

Euro Yu- Stamp Collecting  # Hyde Park Stamps   
Pittwater Philatelics  # Premier Postal Sales   

Prestige Philately  #  Sovereign Coins 
 Shields Stamps  #  Robin Linke.

Time table of Events
Wednesday 8th September
9am- 12 noon acceptance of exhibits
Thursday 9th September  
12 noon Exhibition opens
1pm Official Opening
8pm Exhibition Closes
8.15 - 10pm Thank you Cocktail Party (No charge to 
invited guests, $15 to interested philatelists)
Friday 10th September is Schools Day
10 am Exhibition Opens
11am Special Invitation Ladies Day Out
11.30 - 1.30pm Perfin Club Meeting
1.30 - 3pm Cinderella Club Meeting
3pm - 5.30 Postal Stationery Society Meeting
5pm Exhibition Closes
7pm (unconfirmed) Official Invitation Cocktail Party 
Saturday 11th September 
9.00am Exhibition Opens
10am-12.30 APF AGM
12.30 - 2pm Sarawak Study Circle Meeting
2.30-3.30 NAPE meeting
4.30 Exhibition Closes 
4.45 Robin Linke Auction
7pm APF APO Awards and Presentation Dinner
Sunday 12th September 
9am Awards Presentation followed by morning tea
10 am Exhibition Opens
10.30 - 12.30 Approx. “At the Frames”
11am through to 4.00 APF “Soviet”
12.30- 2.30 Advanced Postal History Seminar
4.00 Exhibition Closes
There may be small changes check Bulletin 3 out in 
August or keep up to date on the Web site. 
If your Club would like to hold a meeting please 
contact Jan Gane at jan_dave@iinet.net.au

Due to circumstance beyond our control, the 
special supporter sheetlet  in the membership 
packs will not be overprinted. Instead, it will 
have a special supporters tab. Full details of the 
Supporters Pack and souvenirs are on page 2.

Youth Entries:  The prospectus and the printed 
version of Bulletin #1  omitted to state that exhibits 
from young philatelists will be assigned to one of  
three age group categories: A: 13 - 15, B: 16 - 18, 
C: 19 -  21 years.  Ful l  detai ls and rules are 
available from the State Commissioner, the 
Secretary or swanriverstampshow.com  

Credit Card facilities: As mentioned in Bulletin 1,  
the high cost of bank fees means the Swan River 
Stamp Show will not be able to absorb the bank 
charges. Rather than charge for the facility and 
instigate a fee, the committee has decided to accept 
a minimum transaction amount of $25 on Visa, 
Bankcard and Mastercard credit cards. This was 
implemented from 1st June.

Alternative methods of payment are acceptable: 
cheques and Australian money orders must be 
made out to the Western Austral ian Philatel ic 
Council, or (Australian) funds may be transferred 
directly by Electronic Funds Transfer. 

The Swan River Stamp Show committee is 
delighted with the response  from exhibitors. To date 
there are in excess of 800 frames including 11 
literature exhibits, 56 frames of postcards and 5 
Open Class exhibits. The Australia Post Cup has 
attracted 4 Exhibits.  

Exhibitors will receive their envelopes within the 
next few weeks. 

The Swan River Stamp Show has a range of 
sponsorship programmes available to businesses, 
societies and individuals. All enquiries are welcome. 
Please contact: The Secretary,  PO Box 2880, 
West Perth, WA  6872,  Australia or visit our website:  
www.swanriverstampshow.com

Or email: jan_dave@iinet.net.au

The Committee would like to acknowledge Optima Press 
for their assistance in the production of the Bulletin. 

The Swan River Stamp Show committee has 
negotiated accommodation with the Fremantle 
Tourist Bureau,  Contact Suzie Lorraway at:  
ftbsuzie@iinet.net.au      www.fremantlewa.com.au  
Phone: 061 8 9431 7878 Fax: 061 8 9431 7755 and 
the Western Australian Visitors Centre, contact 
Katie Harris at; Katie.Harris@westernaustralia.com 
www.westernaustralia.com   Phone 061 8 9483 1111 
Fax 061 8 9481 0190 
Or contact Jan Gane on jan_dave@iinet.net.au

SPONSORSHIP PROGRAMME

ACCOMMODATION IN WAEXCELLENT RESPONSE FROM EXHIBITORS 

CINDERELLAS
SWAN RIVER  STAMP  SHOW  
Cinderellas will be on sale in July. 

These full colour views of Fremantle 

will cost $2.50 a sheet plus postage  

and be available from Peter Martin. 

See page three  for contact details. 

TYPE ODS 2
6-09-70 to ? -03-89

TYPE PO1
3-10-54 to ca 1859
Known in red

(1) Genuine
Narrow base A


